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Mary	Wollstonecraft's	influential	work	"A	Vindication	of	the	Rights	of	Woman"	was	penned	in	response	to	French	politician	Talleyrand-Périgord's	pamphlet	on	national	education.	She	posits	that	women,	if	not	educated	properly,	will	hinder	knowledge	and	virtue.	Wollstonecraft	attributes	widespread	female	misfortune	to	the	neglect	of	their	educational
development.	Women	are	conditioned	to	prioritize	romance	over	reason	and	virtue,	which	stifles	their	potential	for	growth.	In	her	scathing	critique	of	contemporary	views	on	women's	education,	Wollstonecraft	primarily	examines	middle-class	women	as	human	beings	capable	of	developing	their	faculties.	She	grounds	her	argument	in	the	conviction
that	reason	is	what	defines	humanity,	virtue	distinguishes	individuals	from	one	another,	and	virtue	is	achieved	through	knowledge	acquisition.	Wollstonecraft	rejects	the	notion	that	men	and	women	should	cultivate	different	virtues,	despite	their	distinct	roles	in	life.	However,	she	notes	that	women's	education	is	often	haphazard,	leaving	them
unprepared	to	develop	their	reason	and	attain	virtue.	Instead	of	being	taught	to	rely	on	reason,	they	are	encouraged	to	be	driven	by	emotions	and	delicate	sensibilities,	which	ill-prepares	them	for	roles	as	good	wives	and	mothers.	Wollstonecraft	also	critiques	several	eighteenth-century	writers	on	the	subject	of	women's	education,	including	Jean-
Jacques	Rousseau,	Fordyce,	and	Gregory.	She	argues	that	women	have	internalized	oppressive	standards	because	they	haven't	been	taught	to	distinguish	between	reason	and	prevailing	prejudices.	Wollstonecraft	emphasizes	the	importance	of	childhood	impressions,	modesty	for	both	sexes,	and	the	distinction	between	external	reputation	and	virtue.
She	sees	duty—especially	motherhood	and	domestic	life—as	a	vital	building-block	for	families	and	society	at	large.	Women	deserve	civil	laws	that	protect	them	in	fulfilling	their	duties	and	have	the	option	to	study	medicine,	politics,	and	business	to	open	more	occupational	doors.	Wollstonecraft	concludes	her	proposal	with	an	idea	to	establish	free
schools	for	women,	which	would	enable	them	to	access	education	and	develop	their	potential	as	individuals	and	members	of	society.	Mary	Wollstonecraft's	vision	for	"schools	for	all	children"	prioritizes	creating	good	citizens	by	nurturing	virtues	and	promoting	coeducation.	She	believes	girls	will	not	be	distracted	from	domestic	duties	but	instead
become	more	capable	family	caregivers	through	education.	Wollstonecraft	advocates	for	women's	rights,	arguing	that	societal	prejudices	are	the	root	of	their	subordinate	status,	not	inherent	weakness.	As	women	gain	independence,	they	will	develop	greater	understanding	and	affections,	leading	to	a	more	rational	and	virtuous	society.
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