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Amazon	appears	close	to	launching	its	long-rumored	Android	app	store,	according	to	the	German	Web	site	Android	News.	If	reports	are	accurate,	Amazon	is	starting	an	app	exclusivity	and	price	war	much	like	the	e-book	price	fight	it	engaged	in	(and	lost)	with	book	publishers	last	year.	Android	News	uncovered	Amazon’s	hidden	app	store	by	simply
entering	into	a	Web	browser.	The	URL	now	redirects	to	Amazon’s	home	page,	but	before	it	was	re-shrouded,	Android	News	grabbed	screenshots	and	compared	Amazon’s	prices	to	those	of	Google’s	Android	Marketplace.	Image	courtesy	Androidnews.de	The	results:	Not	only	are	14	of	the	46	apps	cheaper	than	in	Google’s	store	(Google	only	has	4
lower-priced	options),	Amazon	also	boasts	4	exclusive	apps,	including	Call	of	Duty:	Modern	Warfare:	Force	Recon.	In	case	you’re	unfamiliar	with	the	Call	of	Duty	franchise,	this	is	a	big	score	for	Amazon;	the	franchise	is	a	huge	money-maker–the	latest	console	offering,	Call	of	Duty:	Black	Ops,	pulled	in	$360	million	in	North	American	and	UK	sales
during	its	first	24	hours.	Amazon	has	also	nabbed	exclusive	selling	rights	to	the	upcoming	Angry	Birds	Rio	game,	another	fat	moneybag	that	ought	to	rocket	Amazon’s	app	store	into	instant	prominence.	Image	courtesy	Androidnews.de	Some	of	the	store’s	other	apps	are	well-known	games	and	tools,	such	as	Zenonia,	Raging	Thunder	II,	SetCPU,	The
Moron	Test	and	SwiftKey.	With	so	many	app	stores	out	there–and	more	to	come–it’ll	be	interesting	to	see,	given	Amazon’s	competitive	stance,	who	will	survive	and	what	will	be	left	of	them.	If	you	are	a	Star	Wars	fan,	here's	a	Windows	Phone	app	that	will	make	you	smile.	Star	Wars	by	Jaxified	is	a	collection	of	sound	bites,	songs	and	background
images	from	the	complete	Star	Wars	saga.		From	Chewbacca's	roar	to	R2D2's	beeps	to	Vader's	ugly	mug,	this	app	is	all	about	Star	Wars.Star	Wars	currently	has	seventy	one	wallpapers	that	range	from	Boba	Fett	to	Darth	Vader	to	Luke	Skywalker.	There	are	over	one	hundred	fifty	sound	bites	and	songs	that	all	can	be	saved	as	ringtones	to	your
Windows	Phone.To	save	a	sound/song	as	a	ringtone,	just	tap	and	hold	on	the	sound/song	title.	The	"save	as"	window	will	appear	where	you	can	give	the	tone	a	custom	name	and	save	it	to	the	phone.	To	save	a	background	image	to	your	Windows	Phone,	just	tap	and	hold	on	that	particular	image	and	it	is	saved	to	your	Saved	Image	folder	in	your
Pictures	Hub.For	the	most	part,	the	collection	is	nice.		Sound	quality	is	good	but	some	of	the	sound	bites	cut	off	too	soon.		There	is	enough	variety	to	appeal	to	everyone.		The	only	lack	of	variety	seems	to	be	from	Chewbacca	with	six	roars	that	all	sound	alike,	but	then	again	Wookie	was	never	my	strong	suit.The	only	downside	I	could	find	with	Star
Wars	was	with	audio	playback	in	that	you	can	play	one	sound	over	another.	As	long	as	you're	careful	and	wait	for	one	sound	bite	to	finish	before	playing	the	next,	this	shouldn't	be	a	problem.Star	Wars	has	been	updated	several	times	and	the	developer	has	plans	for	a	trivia	section,	live	tile	support	as	well	as	more	sounds	and	images.	If	you're	a	Star
Wars	fan,	this	is	a	very	nice	collection	of	sounds	and	images	for	your	Windows	Phone.Star	Wars	is	a	free,	ad	support	app	that	you	can	find	here	(opens	in	new	tab)	at	the	Windows	Phone	Marketplace.	Impressive.	Most	impressive	SMS	Audio	has	partnered	with	LucasFilm	to	release	a	second	set	of	official	Star	Wars	headphones,	each	one	themed
around	a	character	or	machine	from	the	sci-fi	series.	The	wired,	on-ear	sets	are	being	launched	at	CES	and	will	go	on	sale	in	the	UK	later	this	year.If	you	want	to	feel	the	force	through	your	eardrums	then	you	can	choose	from	R2-D2,	Tie	Fighter,	Darth	Vader	or	Chewbacca	as	your	headphone	theme.	Each	one	is	coloured	and	styled	to	match	its



name.In	the	case	of	Darth	Vader,	that	means	you	get	"Imperial	Black"	leather,	a	reflective	finish	and	the	Sith	Lord's	life	support	box	as	the	emblem	on	the	end	of	the	ear	caps.	The	Chewbacca	set,	meanwhile,	comes	in	what's	described	as	"Wookiee	brown".Check	out	Star	Wars:	The	Force	Awakens	Trailers,	news	and	rumorsThere's	more	to	these
headphones	than	sci-fi	theming:	each	set	features	passive	noise	cancellation	technology,	enhanced	bass	and	custom	40mm	drivers.	As	yet	SMS	Audio	hasn't	revealed	a	price,	but	the	first	set	sell	(opens	in	new	tab)	for	£169.95/$200	a	piece	(Aus	prices	to	be	confirmed).In	each	pack	you	also	get	a	Star	Wars-branded	removable	cable	(with	integrated
three-click	microphone)	a	cleaning	cloth	and	your	very	own	certificate	of	authenticity.	A	selection	of	Star	Wars	poster	and	stickers	are	included	too.The	next	instalment	of	the	movie	franchise,	Star	Wars	VII:	The	Force	Awakens,	is	directed	by	J.J.	Abrams	and	will	appear	in	cinemas	in	December	2015.	In	the	meantime,	you	can	get	in	the	mood	by
turning	up	the	volume	inside	one	of	these	themed	sets	of	headphones.Techradar's	coverage	of	the	future	of	tech	at	CES	2015	LIVE	is	brought	to	you	courtesy	of	Currys	PC	World.	View	Currys'	full	range	of	the	latest	audio	and	multi-room	speakers	here	Star	Wars	Force	Arena	(opens	in	new	tab)	was	first	open	to	public	beta	last	year	so	it	could	be	put
through	its	paces.	Now,	it	is	finally	available	for	everyone	to	download	for	free	in	the	App	Store.	So,	if	you've	been	waiting	for	months	to	play	as	your	favorite	rebel	or	Sith,	now's	your	chance	to	get	your	Guild	going.Force	Arena	is	a	multiplayer	online	battle	arena	(MOBA)	where	players	can	either	fight	alone	or	team	up	with	a	friend	in	two	player
versus	player	combat	to	destroy	their	opponents.	You	can	be	part	of	the	Light	or	Dark	side.	The	choice	is	yours.Players	collect	characters,	using	one	main	character	to	fight,	like	Han	Solo,	Darth	Vader,	or	even	Jyn	Erso.	You	will	also	be	able	to	collect	character	cards	and	upgrade	your	squad,	which	will	give	you	advantages	in	battle.	When	you	fight	in
the	arena,	you'll	earn	achievements,	which	will	reward	you	character	bonus	items	and	more.iPhone	14	event,	live!	All	the	news	as	it	happens,	right	hereFrom	Netmarble:Players	must	form	a	powerful	squad	from	a	roster	of	over	80	upgradable	characters	and	units	to	emerge	victorious	in	the	quest	for	galactic	dominance.	Players	can	strategize	solo,	or
invite	friends	to	fight	in	Guild	mode,	to	defend	their	chosen	faction.	A	victory	over	opponents	in	the	arena	will	grant	top	leaderboard	placement	for	rewards,	special	characters,	and	bonus	items.	Strategy	and	skill	will	be	put	to	the	test	as	players	assemble	custom	decks	that	feature	powerful	duos,	such	as	Han	Solo	and	Chewbacca,	that	boost
effectiveness	in	combat.	Leveraging	these	duo	advantages	effectively	could	mean	the	difference	between	victory	and	defeat.	Star	Wars™:	Force	Arena	seamlessly	blends	a	robust	character	collection	system,	advanced	upgrades,	and	intuitive	controls	with	real-time	PvP	battles	to	deliver	the	ultimate	mobile	gaming	experience.	Lead	your	squad.	Master
the	arena!Star	Wars	Force	Arena	is	free	to	play	with	in-app	purchases	for	game	currency.	Keep	an	eye	out	for	a	full	review	from	our	game	guru	Luke	Filipowicz.Free	-	Download	now	(opens	in	new	tab)	When	Propel	unveiled	their	Star	Wars	licensed	drones	last	year,	fans	of	both	unmanned	aerial	vehicles	(UAVs)	and	Star	Wars	were	gleefully
impressed.	The	idea	that	you	could	actually,	literally	fly	a	Millennium	Falcon	was	something	kids	have	wanted	for	decades.	Thanks	to	the	affordability	and	relatively	basic	tech	that	goes	into	modern	drones,	this	was	now	possible	-	thanks	to	Propel.	Well,	last	Friday,	the	company	released	a	flight	simulator	app	for	Android	phones	which	should	immerse
you	into	this	galaxy	far,	far	away,	even	more.	It’s	clear	that	an	overwhelming	chunk	of	the	drone/Star	Wars	crossover	market	is	comprised	of	children.	Kids	are	usually	inexperienced	with	the	physics	of	a	drone,	how	to	operate	even	the	most	basic	entry-level	UAV,	and	would	need	a	bit	of	a	crash-course	before	even	enjoying	the	act	of	flying	one.	This	is
where	Propel’s	flight	simulator	can	help.According	to	The	Verge,	this	flight	simulator	will	teach	users	how	to	fly	a	slew	of	virtual	ships	from	Star	Wars	lore	by	using	the	same	remote	control	you’d	use	to	fly	the	actual,	physical	drone.	The	environments	used	therein	are	going	to	be	extremely	familiar	to	even	the	most	casual	Star	Wars	fan.	You	can	fly
through	the	innards	of	giant	hangars	while	that	world-renown	John	Williams	music	swells,	for	example.	Even	the	game	design	of	achieving	goals	and	completing	tasks	is	directly	linked	to	Star	Wars	lore.	If	you	succeed	at	an	assignment,	you’ll	rank	up	in	the	Imperial	Navy	or	Rebel	Alliance	-	this	depends	on	your	choice	of	which	side	of	the	Force	you’re
more	keen	on	exploring,	of	course.	And	that,	in	turn,	is	defined	by	your	choice	of	drone.	Reportedly,	these	drones	do	a	great	job	at	mimicking	the	physics	of	the	‘real’	ships	being	realized	here.	We	highly	recommend	you	head	over	to	Propel's	Star	Wars	site	for	yourself,	and	take	a	look	at	their	collection	and	media.	These	things	look	pretty
cool.Ultimately,	these	drones	will	finally	be	easy	to	purchase	in	the	U.S.,	which	wasn’t	the	case	in	2016	-	licensing	issues	prevented	the	U.S.	from	putting	these	drones	into	physical	stores,	while	markets	like	Europe	have	had	the	pleasure	of	walking	out	of	a	local	electronics	store	with	a	Tie	Fighter	drone	for	a	while	now.	According	to	The	Verge,	the
Star	Wars	Battle	Drones	are	now	available	at	Target,	Best,	Buy,	Walmart,	Bed	Bath	and	Beyond,	Brookstone,	Academy	Sports,	JC	Penney,	and	Barnes	&	Noble.	The	aforementioned	app	is	available	for	Android	phones,	with	an	iOS	version	to	be	released	any	day	now.	According	to	a	representative	for	Propel,	the	company	and	their	developers	are
working	hard	to	get	it	pushed	out	as	soon	as	possible.	Symantec	has	discovered	a	new	Trojan	malware	app	circulating	for	the	Android	OS.	The	app	is	a	rogue	version	of	a	controversial	app	involving	dog	fighting,	and	is	aimed	at	sending	a	hacktivist	message.	Dog	Wars	is	a	game	that	involves	raising	your	dog	to	be	the	most	vicious	dog	on	the	circuit
and	taking	on	other	virtual	dogs	in	fights	to	the	death.	The	app	itself	is	offensive	to	many–in	fact,	it	prides	itself	on	being	so	provocative	that	you	would	never	find	something	like	it	on	the	iPhone	app	store.	Be	careful	where	you	get	your	Android	apps	from,	and	make	sure	they	don’t	have	malware.The	app	sparked	some	backlash	from	animal	activists
that	wanted	the	developer	to	voluntarily	pull	it.	Those	protests	landed	on	deaf	ears,	so	apparently	some	more	resourceful	animal	activists	decided	to	create	a	rogue	version	to	try	and	publicly	shame	users	who	partake	in	the	barbaric	game.	When	you	install	the	rogue	app	it	asks	for	various	permissions	to	access	information	on	your	Android	device.
Once	installed,	it	looks	almost	identical	to	the	real	deal	except	for	one	important	difference	that	should	be	a	hint	at	the	motives	behind	the	malware	version.	The	icon	for	the	real	Dog	Wars	app	has	the	word	“Beta”	written	at	the	lower	right	of	the	icon,	while	the	rogue	version	says	“Peta”	instead.	A	Symantec	spokesperson	explains	that	once	you	start
the	app,	the	Trojan	kicks	into	action.	“Using	software	packages	and	services	aptly	named	“Dogbite”	and	“Rabies,”	it	first	sends	out	the	following	text	message	to	everyone	on	the	contact	lists	of	infected	devices:	“I	take	pleasure	in	hurting	small	animals,	just	thought	you	should	know	that.”,”	adding,	“The	threat	then	goes	one	step	farther	by	attempting
to	register	compromised	devices	for	a	text	message	alert	service	operated	by	PETA.”	As	a	side	note,	there	is	actually	an	app	in	the	iPhone	App	Store	called	Dog	Wars.	However,	it	is	absolutely	nothing	like	this	one	and	it	is	completely	unrelated.	The	iPhone	version	is	apparently	a	different	sort	of	attempt	to	prey	on	those	looking	to	viciously	fight	dogs,
but	it	just	makes	stupid	barking	noises.	Personally,	I	don’t	see	dog	fighting	as	any	more	graphic	or	offensive	than	assassinating	people	in	Contract	Killer,	or	shooting	people	in	the	head	from	long	range	in	Sniper.	If	you	are	going	to	download	Dog	Wars,	be	careful	where	you	get	it	from	and	pay	attention	to	make	sure	you	don’t	have	the	Trojan	malware
version.	The	good	news	for	Google	and	for	most	Android	users	is	that	this	hacktivist	malware	app	does	not	appear	to	have	infiltrated	the	official	Android	Market.
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