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The	Salem	witch	trials	in	1692	were	a	pivotal	moment	in	American	history,	where	19	people	were	executed	and	many	others	imprisoned	for	being	accused	of	witchcraft	in	what	is	now	Danvers,	Massachusetts.	This	event	was	part	of	a	broader	European	phenomenon	that	began	around	1300	and	continued	until	the	late	18th	century,	with	an	estimated
110,000	people	tried	and	between	40,000	to	60,000	executed.	The	trials	were	fueled	by	superstition	and	fear,	as	people	believed	witches	could	shape-shift	into	animals	or	fly	through	the	air	at	night.	While	there	may	have	been	individuals	who	practiced	sorcery,	the	concept	of	a	witch	was	largely	mythical.	In	Salem	Village,	tensions	between	families
like	the	Porters	and	Putnams,	along	with	church	politics	and	accusations	from	hysterical	children,	created	an	environment	where	false	accusations	were	rampant	and	hysteria	could	spread	quickly.	The	trials	resulted	in	a	dark	chapter	in	American	history,	serving	as	a	cautionary	tale	about	the	dangers	of	mass	hysteria	and	the	importance	of	upholding
due	process.	The	Reverend	Parris	brought	his	family	including	his	wife,	three	kids,	a	niece,	and	two	enslaved	individuals	from	Barbados	to	Salem	Village.	There	is	debate	among	scholars	about	the	origins	of	John	Indian	and	Tituba,	with	some	believing	they	were	African	and	others	thinking	they	might	be	Caribbean	Native	American.	Parris	negotiated	a
contract	with	the	congregation	but	soon	asked	for	more	benefits,	including	owning	the	parsonage,	which	didn't	sit	well	with	many	members.	His	strict	Puritan	views	further	divided	the	community,	leading	to	pro-	and	anti-Parris	factions	forming.	The	Reverend's	daughter	Betty,	niece	Abigail,	and	their	friend	Ann	Putnam	started	indulging	in	fortune-
telling	after	being	told	voodoo	tales	by	Tituba.	In	January	1692,	the	girls'	behaviour	became	increasingly	erratic,	including	fits,	screaming,	and	contortions,	which	may	have	been	caused	by	a	combination	of	factors	like	asthma	or	ergotism,	but	most	scholars	agree	it	was	not	just	physical.	The	strange	behaviour	spread	to	other	young	women	in	Salem,
mirroring	an	earlier	incident	described	in	Cotton	Mather's	book	about	witchcraft.	In	February,	the	local	doctor	couldn't	explain	their	condition	medically	so	he	blamed	supernatural	forces	and	a	neighbour	suggested	making	a	"witch	cake"	from	Tituba's	victims'	urine	to	find	the	source	of	the	bewitching.	Parris	was	outraged	by	this	idea,	but	Betty	and
Abigail	accused	Tituba,	Sarah	Good,	and	Sarah	Osborn	of	bewitching	them	when	pressed	to	identify	their	tormentor.	She	was	an	elderly	woman	who	lay	in	bed	due	to	illness,	but	her	life	took	a	dramatic	turn	after	she	had	an	affair	with	a	slave.	On	March	1,	two	magistrates	from	Salem	town	visited	the	village	and	began	a	public	inquiry	into	witchcraft.
Both	Good	and	Osborn	denied	being	witches,	although	Good	falsely	accused	Osborn.	Initially,	Tituba	claimed	innocence,	but	under	pressure	from	the	magistrates,	she	finally	confessed	to	making	a	deal	with	the	devil.	Over	three	days	of	testimonies,	Tituba	described	her	encounters	with	supernatural	creatures	and	a	mysterious	man	from	Boston	who
had	asked	her	to	sign	a	book	containing	the	names	of	local	witches.
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