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What	file	format	are	amazon	kindle	books



Then,	there's	an	entire	"KF7"	MOBI--which	means,	a	MOBI	Kindle	file	that's	optimized	to	be	read	on	the	older	Kindle	devices	(like	the	K2	e-inks	and	the	DXes).	And,	even	if	you	could,	you	can't	upload	that	format	at	the	KDP,	the	Kindle	Digital	Publishing	platform.	You	can	certainly	make	a	file	in	that	format,	and	side-load	it	to	your	own	Kindle
device,	but	you	can't	publish	it.	Step	2:	Add	an	EPUB	book	to	the	library.	What's	Inside	a	MOBI	file?	And	you’re	done.	Kindle	Previewer	will	automatically	convert	EPUB	files	into	MOBI	files	to	create	a	high-quality,	authentic	preview	for	users.		Step	1:	Download	Kindle	Previewer	3.	Finally,	there's	an	optimized	"KF8"	MOBI	file,	which	is	very	much	like
an	ePUB	file,	that	is	crafted	to	work	best	on	the	more	modern	readers,	like	the	Fire,	the	Fire	HDX,	and	that	group.	Why,	The	One	that	Works,	Of	Course!	One	of	the	questions	that	we	are	often	asked	is,	"what	is	the	best	eBook	format	for	Kindle?	Step	6:	Wait.	Amazon	does	this	because	they	continue	to	support	even	the	oldest	of	their	e-reading	devices.
For	our	purposes,	the	only	thing	that	matters	is	the	output	format,	which	you	can	select	from	a	drop-down	menu	in	the	upper	right.	It’ll	take	a	brief	amount	of	time	for	the	conversion	process	to	finish.	Step	4:	Select	the	e-book	in	your	Calibre	library,	and	click	Covert	books.	Step	6:	Transfer	your	MOBI	file	to	your	Kindle.	Can	Kindle	Read	ePUB?	Lastly,
you	should	know	what	file	formats	you	can,	and	cannot,	upload	at	the	KDP	in	an	effort	to	build	your	book,	or	put	your	book	on	sale.	Now,	if	you've	run	across	various	forums,	you	may	have	seen	people	refer	to	AZW	format,	or	AZW3	format.	Convert	EPUB	files	to	MOBI	using	CalibreOne	of	the	most	popular	ways	to	convert	to	MOBI	is	with	Calibre,	an	e-
book	organization	program	that	also	allows	users	to	convert	their	books	into	different	formats.		If	someone	starts	yammering	away	at	you,	talking	about	how	you	can	convert	your	file	to	AZW	or	AZW3	format,	for	the	purposes	of	publishing--that's	not	someone	to	whom	you	should	be	listening.	Step	3:	Choose	Open	book.	That's	not	a	format	that	you	can
make	yourself.	(For	the	reasons	why,	please	see	our	article	Why	PDF's	Really	Don't	Work	At	Kindle).	It's	complex.	You	can	download	Calibre	for	free	online.	Step	4:	Wait.	Note:	These	screenshots	are	from	the	MacOS	version	of	Calibre	--	but	the	procedure	for	Calibre	on	Windows	is	exactly	the	same.	Unfortunately,	though,	Amazon's	popular	Kindle
platform	doesn’t	support	books	in	one	of	the	usual	formats	for	e-books:	EPUB.	Are	they	asking	what's	the	best	way	to	make	a	book	for	the	Amazon-Kindle	ecosystem?	This	is	absolutely	true.	Obviously,	that	format,	then,	lacks	utility.		Is	the	person	asking	to	find	out	what	file	format	they	should	upload	to	Amazon?	If	you're	a	canny	shopper	(and	know
where	to	look),	you	can	read	a	lot	of	books	for	completely	free,	as	some	classics	are	available	through	platforms	like	Project	Gutenberg.	You	should	receive	the	file	in	a	few	minutes	or	so	if	the	Kindle	is	successfully	connected	to	Wi-Fi	or	mobile	internet.	It's	the	KF8	MOBI	files	that	will	have	embedded	fonts,	can	float	images	next	to	paragraphs	of	text,
display	Dropcaps	and	that	sort	of	thing.	Then	find	the	file	and	select	it.	So,	you	can,	then,	effectively	ePUB	Kindle.	ePUB	is	one	of	the	accepted	file	formats	at	the	KDP.	Make	sure	this	field	is	set	to	MOBI.	This	helpful	app	lets	you	preview	e-books	on	a	variety	of	Kindle	models.	These-book	readers	make	it	possible	to	carry	around	your	whole	collection
in	your	pocket,	saving	you	space	and	weight,	and	sparing	you	the	trauma	of	accidentally	ripping	the	cover	of	your	favorite	read.	If	you	want	to	select	one	specific	file,	click	Add	books	from	a	single	directory.	Step	2:	Click	on	the	Devices	subhead	and	select	the	device	you	want	to	send	your	file	to.	How	to	email	the	file	directly	to	your	KindleYou	can
email	your	file	directly	to	your	Kindle.	Step	1:	Download	Calibre.	The	MOBI	file	should	be	there.	Inside	a	MOBI	file	is	firstly,	a	whole	copy	of	the	source	of	the	final,	built	MOBI	file.	Step	4:	Open	your	email	and	include	the	converted	file	as	an	attachment.	To	do	this,	download	the	EPUB	file	to	your	computer.	This	box	will	give	you	a	link	to	the	folder
location	where	your	converted	file	was	saved.	Those	formats	are:	ePUB:	which	stands	for	ePUBlication	(clever,	eh?),	which	is	used	by	B&N,	iBooks,	Sony,	KoboBooks,	and	Google,	and,	MOBI	format,	which	is	the	preferred	Kindle	file	format.	The	previous	step	will	open	a	new	window,	giving	you	numerous	options	for	adjusting	the	metadata	and
formatting	the	new	file	you	will	create.	It's	located	on	the	main	page.	It's	available	on	Windows,	MacOS,	Linux,	and	portable	devices.	If	you	create	or	have	created	a	MOBI	file,	there	won't	be	any	surprises;	you'll	know	without	any	doubt	exactly	what	your	file	will	look	like	on	your	reader's	Kindle	device.	We	highly	recommend	that	you	don't	try
uploading	a	PDF--the	results	are	almost	always	very,	very	poor.	Step	1:	Navigate	to	the	Content	and	Devices	page	on	your	Amazon	account.	If	you	have	an	EPUB	file	that	you	want	to	read	on	a	Kindle,	the	simplest	way	is	to	convert	it	to	MOBI,	and	there	are	several	programs	that	will	allow	you	to	do	this.	However,	most	of	those	downloadable	classics
come	in	the	EPUB	file	type.	The	conversion	process	may	take	a	minute.	But	before	you	do	that,	you	need	to	understand	the	ePUB	format--which	isn't	something	that	most	DIYers	want	to	do.	Follow	the	steps	below	to	access	a	wealth	of	open-source	and	free-to-use	literature	accessible	only	in	the	EPUB	format.	To	do	this,	simply	plug	your	Kindle	device
into	your	computer	and	copy	and	paste	the	MOBI	file.	If	you're	tecchy,	you	can	try	to	create	your	own	ePUB	and	upload	that,	because	.ePUB	format	is	accepted	at	the	KDP,	as	discussed	above.	It	can	be	done	quickly,	as	long	as	it's	not	a	giant	comic	book	or	a	file	with	tons	of	large	photos.	Step	2:	Install	Kindle	Previewer	3	on	your	device	with	Windows
or	MacOS.	Luckily,	with	a	little	know-how	on	your	side,	you	can	easily	render	EPUB	files	readable	on	Kindle	devices.	This	method	results	in	the	fewest	"suprises"	at	the	KDP.	It's	great	for	you	as	both	a	reader,	or	an	author.	Step	3:	After	you	can	see	the	data,	you'll	see	that	your	Kindle	has	an	email	address	attached	to	it.	However,	just	like	AZW,	you
can't	upload	an	AZW3	file	format	at	the	KDP.	This	step	is	optional	and	for	people	who	don't	have	access	to	a	USB	cable.	Step	6:	Wait.	Your	best	option	is	to	upload	a	complete,	fully-crafted	and	custom-built	MOBI	file,	created	for	your	own	book.	If	you're	doing	it	yourself,	the	KDP	will	take	files	uploaded	in	.DOC	and	.DOCX	format	(Word	or	Word
equivalents),	.TXT	files,	HTML	files	(guidelines	apply!),	and	PDF's	and	try	to	convert	those	for	you.	Step	7:	Once	it's	finished	converting,	right-click	on	the	e-book	in	your	library	and	select	Open	containing	folder.	As	we	mentioned	in	our	recent	article,	Why	is	a	MOBI	Kindle	File	like	a	Cake?	a	MOBI	file	isn't	a	simple	thing,	like	a	Word	file.	Amazon's
tools	build	the	files	this	way,	so	that	every	reader	can	have	the	book	delivered	to	them	in	the	best	format	suited	for	their	particular	e-reading	device.	This	program	is	from	Amazon	itself	and	is	currently	available	as	a	free	download	for	Windows	and	MacOS.	Book	lovers	no	longer	need	to	lug	around	a	number	of	hardback	favorites,	thanks	to	lightweight
devices	like	the	Amazon	Kindle.	Step	8:	Plug	in	your	Kindle	to	your	computer,	and	copy	and	paste	the	MOBI	file	to	your	Kindle.		Fine	for	personal	use,	but	useless	for	publishing.	Click	on	that	link	to	see	where	your	file	is	located.	You	upload	an	ePUB	at	the	KDP,	and	the	process	will	automatically	create	a	MOBI	file	for	you.	Editors'	Recommendations
What	Is	the	Best	File	Format	For	Kindle?	Be	aware	that	you	might	have	to	click	the	device	twice	to	view	its	information.	When	a	reader	buys	your	book,	they	receive	the	copy	of	the	book--either	KF7	or	KF8	format--that	suits	their	device.	Convert	EPUB	files	to	MOBI	using	Kindle	Previewer	3You	can	also	take	advantage	of	another	reliable	program	that
converts	EPUB	files	to	MOBI	called	the	Kindle	Previewer.	Click	on	the	button	labeled	Add	books	in	Calibre.	We	receive	a	lot	of	requests	from	prospective	clients,	who've	tried	to	DIY,	only	to	find	out	after	they	click	the	"Preview"	button	at	the	KDP	that	the	results	are	nothing	like	what	they	expected.	What	Are	the	KDP-Compatible	File	Formats?	The
latter,	AZW3,	is	a	file	format,	created	to	emulate	what's	called	"KF8,"	(the	more-advanced	Kindle	formatting)	by	a	piece	of	free	library	software	called	Calibre.	The	former	is	the	actual,	final,	encrypted	Kindle	format	that	is	dispensed	from	the	Amazon	store,	to	your	Kindle	as	a	purchased	book.	So,	if	you	uploaded	a	Word	file,	a	complete	copy	of	that	will
be	inside	the	final	MOBI	stored	on	Amazon's	servers.	Really,	there	are	only	two	eBook	formats	that	are	still	remaining	in	the	USA,	and,	when	you	look	around,	in	the	world.	If	you've	Googled,	you've	likely	seen	all	sorts	of	claims,	ranging	from	some	folks	telling	you	that	you	can	put	an	ePUB	on	Kindle,	to	the	idea	that	using	Word	is	the	best	"Kindle
eBook	format."	The	bottom	line	is,	the	files	that	Amazon	sells	to	its	readers	are,	by	and	large,	a	single	file	format,	called	"MOBI."	What	Format	Does	Kindle	Use?	And	we	do	that	using	KindleGen,	an	Amazon	tool,	rather	than	doing	any	conversion	at	the	KDP	itself.	I'm	not	always	sure	what	question	I'm	being	asked.	See	more	Kindle	supports	Amazon’s
proprietary	format,	AZW,	as	well	as	the	similar	MOBI	format.	Step	3:	Or	select	a	specific	file.	Step	5:	A	dialogue	box	will	appear	when	the	conversion	process	is	complete.	If	you've	banged	around	some	more,	you've	seen	some	folks,	including	people	like	me,	who	will	tell	you	that	you	can	use	an	ePUB	to	Kindle	formatting	process.		And	that's	the	best
eBook	Format	for	Kindle--the	one	that	doesn't	give	you	any	unpleansant	surprises.		Even	here	at	Booknook.biz,	we	don't	"do"	one-size-fits-all	eBook-making;	when	we've	completed	an	ePUB	for	a	client,	and	it's	approved,	we	take	that	file,	make	some	tweaks,	and	use	the	revised	content	(with	slightly	different	commands	and	instructions	inside	it)	to
create	or	build	the	final	MOBI	file	for	Kindle.	Step	5:	Send	it	off	to	your	Kindle's	email.	Step	5:	Set	the	output	format	to	MOBI.
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