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Is	urban	stealth	camping	illegal

"Stealth	camping"	is	sleeping	in	a	location	that	is	not	a	designated	campsite,	in	secret.	Other	names	for	the	practice	include	"wild	camping",	"guerrilla	camping",	"ninja	camping",	"free	camping",	or	"dispersed	camping".	As	the	name	implies,	when	you	stealth	camp	you	do	so	quietly,	in	a	secluded	and	protected	location.	When	done	correctly,	stealth
camping	does	not	equate	with	trespass,	though	laws	in	the	United	States	can	vary	a	great	deal	from	state	to	state,	county	to	county,	and	even	at	local	levels.	Before	attempting	to	stealth	camp,	you	should	research	what	the	laws	are	in	the	locales	you	are	traveling	through.	If	you're	in	doubt	about	the	legality	of	stealth	camping	in	a	given	locale,	do	not
do	it.	Stealth	camping	is	common	practice	among	hikers,	kayakers,	motorcyclists,	and	touring	bicyclists,	and	to	some	extent,	car	campers	and	RV'ers,	who	refer	to	the	practice	as	"boondocking".	Why	Stealth	Camp?	There	are	a	number	of	reasons	that	you	may	want	to,	or	need	to,	stealth	camp:	There	may	be	no	non-stealth	camping	options	available	in
the	area	you're	passing	through.	Perhaps	the	towns	are	too	small	or	the	region	too	thinly	populated	to	support	commercial,	state,	or	municipal	campgrounds.	If	that's	the	case,	there	are	likely	to	be	no	commercial	lodging	options,	such	as	motels,	either.	You	may	be	trying	to	save	money.	Commercial	options	can	be	quite	expensive,	especially
considering	that	bicycle	tours	can	last	for	weeks,	months,	or	years.	Economizing	on	sleeping	quarters	is	an	often-used	tactic	to	make	your	money	last	longer.	And	if	all	you're	doing	is	sleeping,	and	you	already	carry	your	portable	home	(your	tent)	with	you,	do	high-cost	lodging	options	really	provide	anything	you	need?	You	may	be	caught	far	from	a
town.	In	much	of	the	western	parts	of	the	country,	towns	can	be	great	distances	apart,	and	you	may	not	be	able	to	make	the	journey	between	them	in	one	day.	Or	unforeseen	circumstances,	such	as	mechanical	problems,	inclement	weather,	or	injury	may	prevent	you	from	covering	as	much	distance	as	you	planned.	If	such	situations,	your	options	are
very	limited.	You	may	be	tired	of	commercial	or	state	campgrounds,	many	of	which	attract	loud	or	rowdy	crowds,	particularly	on	weekends	and	holidays.	You	may	simply	prefer	the	solitude	and	peace	of	sleeping	alone.	You	may	prefer	sleeping	as	close	to	nature	as	possible,	rather	than	in	the	sanitized	and	artificial	conditions	of	a	typical	campground.
Stealth	camping	can	be	faster	and	more	efficient	than	researching,	finding,	and	dealing	with	typical	campgrounds.	Adventure!	What	Are	The	Dangers	of	Stealth	Camping?	As	easy,	fun,	and	safe	as	stealth	camping	can	be,	it's	not	without	its	hazards:	No	one	knows	exactly	where	you	are,	so	if	you	suffer	an	injury	or	medical	emergency,	there	may	be	no
quick	way	to	summon	help	(since	many	prime	stealth	camping	sites	are	quite	remote,	cell	phone	coverage	many	be	spotty	or	non-existent).	Since	you're	likely	in	a	remote	locations,	you	may	encounter	wildlife,	and	some	of	that	wildlife	may	be	dangerous.	Depending	on	the	season,	weather	can	change	quickly.	If	you're	not	prepared,	or	underestimate
the	risk,	cold,	heat,	rain,	or	snow	(or	tornadoes!)	can	be	quite	dangerous.	There	will	likely	be	no	nearby	sources	of	food	or	potable	water,	so	be	sure	to	pack	enough	of	each	to	last	you	through	your	stay.	If	you	make	a	poor	site	choice,	or	are	extremely	unlucky,	your	presence	may	be	detected,	and	attract	unwanted	attention.	If	you	miscalculate,	you
may	inadvertently	trespass,	and	the	property	owner	may	confront	you,	or	call	law	enforcement.	If	this	happens,	admit	your	mistake,	apologize,	and	move	on.	Stealth	Camping	Best	Practices	The	ethos	of	stealth	camping	is	"leave	no	trace".	A	person,	coming	on	your	campsite	after	you've	left,	should	find	nothing	except	perhaps	some	flattened	grass.	Do
not	litter.	Choose	a	site	as	near	to	sunset	as	possible.	The	longer	your	campsite	is	exposed	to	daylight,	the	more	chance	there	is	for	someone	to	see	you	or	stumble	upon	your	camp.	If	possible,	choose	a	site	above	any	nearby	roads,	rather	than	in	low-lying	land.	Do	not	trespass.	If	a	possible	site	is	fenced	or	gated,	then	assume	it's	private	property.	If
there	are	"No	Trespassing"	signs,	respect	them.	Purple	paint	on	fenceposts	or	trees	is	another	common	(and	legal)	way	to	mark	private	land.	Always	respect	private	property	rights.	Many	people	are	quite	militant	about	defending	these	rights.	Do	not	camp	next	to	a	road,	no	matter	how	isolated	it	seems.	Minimum-maintenance	roads	are	often	"party
spots"	for	local	folk.	If	you	see	any	signs	of	recent	activity	–	litter,	fire	rings,	tire	tracks,	shell	casings	–	select	another	site.	Do	not	make	a	fire.	The	smoke	or	light	may	give	you	away.	Worse,	you	may	start	a	grass	or	forest	fire,	especially	in	times	of	drought.	Be	careful	of	cooking	any	food	on	a	stove.	The	smells	can	give	you	away,	or	attract	hungry
wildlife.	Consider	muted	colors	for	your	tent	and	gear	–	browns,	greens,	and	grays	blend	in	to	natural	settings	better	than	yellows,	oranges,	reds,	and	blues.	Cover	your	bicycle's	reflectors,	including	reflective	portions	of	your	panniers	and	other	gear.	Be	careful	of	using	flashlights	at	night.	If	a	light	is	necessary,	consider	using	a	red,	rather	than	white,
light.	A	red	light	does	not	disturb	your	night	vision	as	much	as	a	white	light,	and	can	be	less	conspicuous	to	any	possible	onlookers.	Don't	disturb	or	damage	any	property,	livestock	or	field	crops	you	encounter.	Don't	enter	any	structures,	even	if	they	appear	abandoned.	Don't	camp	in	low-lying	areas	that	may	be	prone	to	flooding.	Don't	camp	within
site	or	sound	of	any	houses,	even	if	they	appear	deserted.	Rural	houses	or	farms	are	often	protected	by	free-running	dogs.	Don't	leave	food	out	at	night;	it	can	attract	wildlife	or	scavengers.	Obviously,	there	are	no	restroom	facilities	when	stealth	camping	in	a	remote	location	...	"leave	no	trace"	applies	to	this	as	well.	Break	camp	as	early	in	the
morning	as	you	can.	Don't	even	eat	or	prepare	a	hot	drink.	Just	move	along,	and	stop	somewhere	down	the	road	for	your	breakfast.	Be	careful	of	stealth	camping	if	you	are	carrying	any	weapons	(perhaps	even	a	knife);	this	may	leave	you	open	to	serious	charges	if	discovered.	Do	not	stealth	camp	during	hunting	seasons!	However,	if	you	find	yourself	in
the	woods	at	dawn	with	gunshots	nearby,	it	might	be	best	to	just	hang	tight	for	a	couple	hours,	if	you're	reasonably	well-hidden.	Early	morning	is	an	active	time	for	wildlife,	and	hunters,	but	activity	usually	tails	off	by	mid-morning.	When	you	do	move,	wear	bright	colors,	preferably	"hunter	orange"	to	avoid	being	mistaken	for	wildlife.	Alternatives	To
Stealth	Camping	If	there	are	houses	along	your	route,	you	may	want	to	consider	asking	permission.	Be	extremely	polite	and	courteous,	and	it	helps	not	to	look	like	a	hobo.	Be	careful	of	using	the	word	"camp",	as	that	may	denote	longer-term	occupation	to	some	people.	Ask	if	you	can	"rest",	"stop	over",	"spend	the	night",	or	"pitch	a	tent",	and
emphasize	that	you	won't	cause	any	damage,	and	will	be	gone	soon	after	sunrise.	Perhaps	offer	to	rent	a	few	square	yards	in	an	out-of-the-way	place.	If	you	ask	permission,	and	are	denied,	apologize	for	disturbing	them,	and	move	on	down	the	road,	preferably	as	far	away	as	you	get.	If	there	are	any	free	non-stealth	campsites	in	the	area	(community
parks,	wildlife	areas,	state	fishing	lakes,	etc.),	they	might	be	a	less	stressful	choice	than	stealth	camping.	(See	list	of	Free	Campsites	in	Kansas.)	Another	alternative	is	to	ask	the	local	law	enforcement	or	fire	department.	They	may	be	able	to	advise	you	of	local	camping	options,	and	will	certainly	be	able	to	answer	questions	about	the	legality	of	stealth
camping	in	their	area.	Emphasize	that	you're	only	looking	for	a	safe	place	to	pitch	a	tent	during	the	night,	and	will	be	gone	by	early	morning.	Finally,	rural	cemeteries	can	be	another	option	for	a	place	to	spend	the	night	(as	long	as	you're	not	too	superstitious).	See	other	Free	Bicycle	Camping	Options	in	Kansas.	What	is	Trespass?	According	to
uslegal.com:	Trespassing	is	a	legal	term	that	can	refer	to	a	wide	variety	of	offenses	against	a	person	or	against	property.	Trespassing	as	it	relates	to	real	estate	law	means	entering	onto	land	without	consent	of	the	landowner.	There	are	both	criminal	and	civil	trespass	laws.	Criminal	trespass	law	is	enforced	by	police,	sheriffs,	or	park	rangers.	Civil
trespass	requires	that	the	landowner	initiate	a	private	enforcement	action	in	court	to	collect	any	damages	for	which	the	trespasser	may	be	responsible,	regardless	of	whether	a	crime	has	been	committed.	Traditionally,	for	either	type	of	trespass,	some	level	of	intent	is	required.	Thus,	the	trespasser	must	not	simply	unwittingly	traverse	another's	land
but	must	knowingly	go	onto	the	property	without	permission.	Knowledge	may	be	inferred	when	the	owner	tells	the	trespasser	not	to	go	on	the	land,	when	the	land	is	fenced,	or	when	a	"no	trespassing"	sign	in	posted.	A	trespasser	would	probably	not	be	prosecuted	if	the	land	was	open,	the	trespasser's	conduct	did	not	substantially	interfere	with	the
owner's	use	of	the	property,	and	the	trespasser	left	immediately	on	request.	Kansas	law	defines	criminal	trespass	as:	21-5808	–	Criminal	trespass	is	entering	or	remaining	upon	or	in	any	Land,	nonnavigable	body	of	water,	structure,	vehicle,	aircraft	or	watercraft	by	a	person	who	knows	such	person	is	not	authorized	or	privileged	to	do	so,	and	such
person	enters	or	remains	therein	in	defiance	of	an	order	not	to	enter	or	to	leave	such	premises	or	property	personally	communicated	to	such	person	by	the	owner	thereof	or	other	authorized	person;	such	premises	or	property	are	posted	in	a	manner	reasonably	likely	to	come	to	the	attention	of	intruders,	or	are	locked	or	fenced	or	otherwise	enclosed,
or	shut	or	secured	against	passage	or	entry.	For	additional	information	refer	to	the	complete	Kansas	statutes	at	kslegislature.org.	Stealth	Camping	Links	Learn	more	about	stealth	camping	techniques,	tips,	and	risks,	via	the	following	web	sites:	Note:	This	information	is	not	intended	to	provide	any	type	of	legal	advice.	If	you	have	any	questions	about
the	law,	contact	an	attorney	or	a	law	enforcement	officer.	Last	Update:	January	29th,	2020	Today,	I’m	going	to	show	you	how	to	find	stealth	camping	in	the	city.	Although	the	best	places	to	stealth	camp	vary	from	city	to	city,	the	following	suggestions	apply	pretty	much	anywhere	in	the	United	States.	Remember,	these	tips	are	for	urban	camping	in	a
vehicle	–	not	camping	in	the	wilderness.	How	to	Find	Urban	Stealth	Camping	Spots	Let’s	start	with	a	quick	look	at	a	few	of	my	favorite	places	to	stealth	camp	in	pretty	much	any	city	(big	or	small)	in	the	United	States.	Residential	Streets	–	Stealth	camping	on	normal,	quiet	residential	streets	(with	enough	other	cars	to	blend	in)	is	my	go-to.	It	just	feels
safest.	Store	Parking	Lots	–	Grocery	store,	big	box	store,	and	even	strip	mall	parking	lots	are	all	decent	places	to	stealth	camp,	especially	if	the	store	is	open	24/7.	Industrial	Areas	–	Sometimes,	I	like	to	park	in	a	more	industrial	part	of	town.	There	are	fewer	other	parked	cars,	but	there’s	also	far	fewer	people	around.	24/7	Gyms	–	Stealth	camping	in	a
gym	parking	lot	is	possible,	especially	if	it’s	a	24/7	gym	where	your	vehicle	won’t	stand	out	at	night.	Hotel	Parking	Lots	–	Personally,	stealth	camping	in	hotel	parking	lots	sketches	me	out	as	it’s	usually	not	allowed	and	they’re	often	monitored	by	video	camera.	But	it’s	definitely	possible	in	a	pinch.	Bars	and	Breweries	–	Vehicles	are	frequently	left
overnight	near	bars,	breweries,	and	other	places	where	alcohol	is	consumed,	so	yours	shouldn’t	stick	out.		Mechanic	Shop	–	Cars	are	often	left	overnight	at	mechanic	shops	to	be	worked	on	in	the	morning.	Park	your	vehicle	in	the	street	nearby	(or	even	in	their	parking	lot)	and	you’ll	easily	blend	in.		In	addition	to	these	stealth	camping	locations,	many
businesses	welcome	vehicle	campers	(no	stealth	required).	We	discuss	these	stealth	camping	alternatives	in	greater	detail	below.	What	to	Look	for	in	a	Stealth	Camping	Spot	Here	are	a	few	additional	tips	to	identify	a	safe	place	to	sleep	in	your	vehicle	overnight.	Overnight	Parking	is	Allowed	–	Never	park	somewhere	that	expressly	prohibits	overnight
parking.	Always	obey	all	posted	signage	about	parking	length	limits.	Not	Directly	in	Front	of	a	Home	–	When	camping	on	residential	streets,	I	always	avoid	street	parking	directly	in	front	of	someone	else’s	home.	Your	best	bet	is	neighborhoods	where	the	houses	are	spaced	somewhat	apart	to	find	a	spot	not	in	direct	line	of	sight.	Some	Vehicle	Traffic,
But	Not	Too	Much	–	I	prefer	stealth	camping	spots	with	a	few	vehicles	going	by	at	night	but	also	not	too	much	traffic.	Little	to	No	Pedestrian	Traffic	–	Pedestrians	are	much	more	likely	to	notice	you	inside	your	vehicle	than	passing	cars.	Avoid	areas	with	a	lot	of	nighttime	foot	traffic.	It	Just	Feels	Safe	–	Above	all,	choose	somewhere	that	feels	safe.	Use
common	sense	and	leave	if	you	start	to	feel	uncomfortable.	Park	somewhere	that	allows	a	quick	exit	if	an	issue	arises	during	the	night.	Even	after	you’ve	found	a	good	stealth	campsite,	don’t	be	afraid	to	move	to	a	new	location	in	the	middle	of	the	night	if	you	believe	someone	has	noticed	you’re	sleeping	inside	your	vehicle.	How	to	Lay	Low	While
Stealth	Camping	Just	as	important	as	selecting	a	good	stealth	camping	location	is	laying	low	while	you’re	parked	there.	Choose	the	Right	Vehicle	–	You	want	a	vehicle	that	no	one	will	assume	someone	is	sleeping	inside.	Unmarked	vans	are	great.	Same	with	SUVs,	cars,	and	trucks.	An	RV	will	stick	out,	although	stealth	camping	in	an	RV	is	completely
possible	(although	much	more	difficult).	Make	Your	Vehicle	Stealthy	–	Avoid	anything	that	makes	your	vehicle	stand	out.	This	includes	flashy	paint	jobs	and	decals.	Roof	racks	and	storage	bins	can	also	give	you	away.	Block	out	all	your	windows	with	black-out	window	shades.	Don’t	Treat	It	Like	Camping	–	Stay	inside	your	vehicle.	Never	set	up	camp
while	stealth	camping.	Pull	in,	go	to	sleep,	and	leave	when	you	wake	up.	Don’t	hang	out	at	your	stealth	campsite.	Arrive	After	Dark	–	Don’t	pull	up	until	after	dark.	You	want	to	minimize	the	chance	of	someone	noticing	that	didn’t	leave	your	vehicle.	Leave	Before	First	Light	–	Wake	up	before	dawn	and	leave	before	first	light.	Or,	leave	as	early	as
possible	in	the	morning.	Ideally,	before	most	people	start	waking	up.	Switch	Spots	Each	Night	–	It’s	sketchy	to	stealth	camp	in	the	same	spot	more	than	a	single	night	in	a	row.	If	you’re	staying	in	the	same	city	for	a	long	stretch,	rotate	spots	as	often	as	possible	before	repeating.	Be	Friendly	and	Respectful	–	If	you	do	see	other	people	around,	be
friendly	and	respectful.	Act	normal.	When	you	act	like	you	belong	there,	people	will	assume	that	you	do.	You’ll	quickly	develop	a	sort	of	“sixth	sense”	for	finding	good	stealth	camping	spots	after	your	first	couple	nights	sleeping	in	your	vehicle.	Wait,	Is	Urban	Stealth	Camping	Legal?	Stealth	camping	is	often,	although	not	always,	legal.	The	answer	to
this	question	varies	from	city	to	city.	Many	cities	now	have	laws	against	sleeping	overnight	in	vehicles	and	urban	camping	within	city	limits.			Even	though	it’s	not	always	legal,	laws	against	sleeping	overnight	in	a	vehicle	are	not	always	enforced.	Lay	low,	remain	as	unnoticeable	as	possible,	never	litter,	and	treat	wherever	you’re	parked	with	respect	to
reduce	the	likelihood	of	being	hassled.	And,	if	you	do	receive	the	dreaded	“knock,”	be	polite	and	respectful.	Move	if	you’re	asked.	Remember,	it’s	absolutely	essential	to	never	drink	alcohol	(or	otherwise	impair	yourself)	while	stealth	camping.	If	a	police	officer	does	knock	and	asks	you	to	move,	you	must	be	able	to	do	so.	Personally,	I’ve	never	had	a
problem	with	stealth	camping.	Although	I	do	it	regularly,	I	never	make	it	a	habit	and	I	definitely	don’t	park	in	the	same	spot	more	than	one	night	in	a	row.	And,	as	the	folks	at	Boondockers	Bible	say,	it’s	only	illegal	if	you	get	caught…	They	recommend	(and	so	do	I)	that	you	pick	an	urban	location	where	overnight	vehicle	camping	is	allowed	if	at	all
possible.	Here	Are	Some	Stealth	Camping	Alternatives	Although	parking	lot	camping	is	quite	similar	to	stealth	camping,	I	consider	them	different	since	the	following	parking	lots	generally	welcome	campers	and	boondockers.	Walmart	–	Although	not	all	Walmart	locations	welcome	overnight	camping	in	their	parking	lots,	many	locations	across	the
country	still	do.	Call	ahead	to	double	check.	Cabela’s	–	Overnight	parking	at	Cabela’s	is	still	allowed	at	most	locations.	Many	have	RV	dump	stations	(for	a	small	fee)	and	even	free	potable	water.	Cracker	Barrel	–	Boondocking	at	Cracker	Barrel	is	still	allowed	at	most	locations,	although	every	location	is	different.	Truck	Stops	–	Flying	J,	Pilot,	and	Love’s
are	truck	stop	chains	that	all	welcome	overnight	parking,	although	you	must	park	in	a	designated	area	(not	with	all	the	overnighting	big	rigs).	Rest	Areas	–	The	laws	for	camping	at	rest	areas	vary	from	state	to	state.	Many	states,	however,	do	allow	you	to	sleep	at	rest	stops	for	a	short	period	of	time	(often	up	to	8	hours),	although	you	must	stay	inside
your	vehicle.	Just	Go	Camping	–	You	might	have	your	reasons	for	urban	camping,	but	if	you’re	just	passing	through	and	looking	for	a	place	to	sleep	for	the	night,	there	are	countless	free	dispersed	campsites	located	throughout	the	country	that	are	likely	a	more	relaxing	(if	less	convenient)	choice.	Remember,	laws	for	overnight	parking	lot	camping	vary
from	city	to	city	as	well.	Even	if,	say,	Walmart	store	policy	allows	sleeping	in	your	vehicle	in	their	parking	lot	overnight,	that	doesn’t	mean	that	the	city	policies	allow	it.	This	is	why	it’s	important	to	check	ahead	–	with	each	specific	store	location	–	before	retiring	for	the	night.	Check	Out	Our	Ultimate	Stealth	Camping	Guide	Want	to	learn	even	more
about	stealth	camping	in	cities?	Then	check	back	soon	for	our	ultimate	guide	to	stealth	camping.	We	dive	even	deeper	into	which	vehicles	are	best	for	stealth	camping	and	how	to	get	your	vehicle	ready	for	stealth	camping.	We	also	talk	about	how	to	go	the	bathroom,	where	to	shower,	which	meals	are	best	to	cook,	and	how	to	stealth	camp	full-time
while	still	holding	down	a	normal	job.
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