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Android	7,	which	bears	the	delicious	Nougat	codename,	is	out	and	it	offers	split-screen	views	and	more	interactive	notifications.	As	exciting	as	that	is,	you	may	need	some	help	getting	it	onto	your	device	and	learning	how	to	make	the	most	of	its	new	features.	With	our	guides	for	getting	the	update	onto	Nexus	devices,	splitting	your	screen	and
mirroring	Chrome	and	other	apps,	you'll	quickly	become	nimble	in	Nougat.Image	Credit:	Asif	Islam/ShutterstockAndroid	7	Nougat	Tips	Source:	Joe	Maring	/	Android	Central	WhatsApp's	latest	features	show	up	in	the	beta	app	a	month	before	they're	rolled	out	to	the	general	public.	If	you	want	to	be	the	first	to	try	out	the	latest	WhatsApp	features,
here's	how	to	download	the	WhatsApp	beta	app.	Products	used	in	this	guide	Level	up:	Google	Pixel	3a	XL	($420	at	Amazon)	Usually,	it	takes	about	a	month	for	a	new	feature	to	make	its	way	from	the	beta	client	over	to	the	public	build.	That	was	the	case	with	the	dark	mode,	and	any	new	feature	or	UI	change	that	WhatsApp	is	planning	on	rolling	out
will	make	its	way	to	the	beta	channel	first.	If	you're	unwilling	to	wait	for	a	particular	feature	to	go	live	in	the	public	channel,	you	can	always	download	the	beta	app.	WhatsApp	runs	an	official	beta	program	on	the	Play	Store,	but	that	has	been	full	for	over	a	year	and	isn't	taking	new	beta	testers.	Your	best	option	instead	is	to	sideload	the	latest	beta
APK	and	install	the	app.	I'll	show	you	how	to	do	that	below,	but	before	you	start	you	will	have	to	back	up	your	WhatsApp	messages	and	media	so	that	if	something	untoward	occurs,	you	don't	lose	your	chats.	Backed	up	your	messages	to	Google	Drive?	Here's	how	you	can	sideload	the	latest	WhatsApp	for	Android	beta:	Open	Google	Chrome	or	any	web
browser	on	your	phone.	Type	apkmirror.com.	Hit	the	Search	box	on	the	top	right	corner.	Source:	Harish	Jonnalagadda	/	Android	Central	Type	WhatsApp	beta	and	hit	go.	Tap	the	Download	button	next	to	the	WhatsApp	Messenger	beta	listing.	In	the	Download	section,	select	the	build	number	once	again.	Source:	Harish	Jonnalagadda	/	Android	Central
Tap	Download	APK	to	begin	the	download.	Tap	OK	in	the	dialog	box	to	let	Chrome	download	the	file.	Tap	Open.	Source:	Harish	Jonnalagadda	/	Android	Central	You'll	need	to	allow	Chrome	to	install	apps.	Tap	Settings	to	get	started.	Toggle	Allow	from	this	source	to	On	to	continue	the	installation.	Tap	Install	to	install	the	latest	version	of	WhatsApp
beta.	Source:	Harish	Jonnalagadda	/	Android	Central	Once	you're	done	installing	WhatsApp,	make	sure	you	disable	the	setting	that	allows	Chrome	to	install	unknown	apps.	Go	to	Settings	->	Apps	&	notifications	->	Special	app	access	->	Install	unknown	apps	->	Chrome	->	Toggle	the	setting	to	off.	If	you	ever	feel	like	you	don't	want	to	be	on	the	beta
channel,	all	you	need	to	do	is	uninstall	the	app	and	just	download	the	official	WhatsApp	client	from	the	Play	Store.	The	mid-range	camera	king	The	Pixel	3a	XL	has	a	lot	going	for	it,	but	its	defining	feature	is	the	camera	at	the	back.	Google	has	somehow	managed	to	offer	a	flagship-class	camera	on	a	phone	that	costs	half	as	much	as	high-end	phones,
making	the	3a	XL	a	fantastic	bargain.	We	may	earn	a	commission	for	purchases	using	our	links.	Learn	more.	Android	updates	its	operating	system	regularly	to	include	new	features,	fix	glitches,	and	make	your	Android	device	run	more	smoothly.	The	newest	version	is	Android	10,	and	it	offers	some	great	features	you’ll	want	to	get	your	hands	on.
Installing	the	new	OS	is	not	too	difficult.	Before	you	install	it,	you	have	to	make	sure	your	phone	is	compatible	with	it	and	able	to	receive	the	latest	update,	which	we	can	help	you	with.	Then,	we’ll	give	you	some	advice	about	getting	the	update.	Make	sure	you	have	the	right	phone	Julian	Chokkattu/Digital	Trends	Unfortunately,	not	every	Android
phone	is	going	to	be	eligible	for	the	Android	10	update.	If	your	device	is	over	2	years	old,	has	already	received	two	major	Android	OS	updates,	or	is	a	lower-end	budget	device,	you	might	not	be	seeing	Android	10	at	all.	We’ve	collected	rumors	for	each	of	the	manufacturers	in	our	Android	10	updates	post,	so	you	can	check	there	for	the	latest	news	on	a
variety	of	devices.	However,	there	are	some	devices	which	are	a	given.	All	of	Google’s	Pixel	phones	have	already	received	the	update,	while	the	latest	flagship	phones	—	like	the	Samsung	Galaxy	Note	10	range	and	Huawei’s	P30	range	—	are	also	highly	likely	to	get	the	update.	You	can	also	safely	assume	any	phone	that	took	part	in	the	Android	10	beta
is	likely	to	receive	the	update.	The	Android	10	beta	program	was	the	largest	in	Android’s	history,	with	an	amazing	25	devices	from	13	manufacturers	taking	part.	Here’s	the	list	of	phones	that	supported	the	Android	10	beta:	Asus	ZenFone	5Z	Essential	Phone	Huawei	Mate	20	Pro	LG	G8	ThinQ	Nokia	8.1	OnePlus	7	Pro	OnePlus	7	OnePlus	6T	Oppo	Reno
Realme	3	Pro	Sony	Xperia	XZ3	Tecno	Spark	3	Pro	Vivo	X27	Vivo	Nex	S	Vivo	Nex	A	Xiaomi	Mi	9	Xiaomi	Mi	Mix	3	5G	Google	Pixel	3a	Google	Pixel	3a	XL	Google	Pixel	3	Google	Pixel	3	XL	Google	Pixel	2	Google	Pixel	2	XL	Google	Pixel	Google	Pixel	XL	Back	up	your	data	While	the	final	Android	10	build	won’t	be	as	risky	as	getting	involved	in	a	beta
program,	it’s	still	a	really	good	idea	to	backup	your	Android	devices	regularly	and	before	committing	to	the	upgrade.	Make	sure	to	back	up	your	Android	phone	to	your	PC	to	make	sure	your	precious	data	is	as	safe	as	houses.	How	to	install	Android	10	So	your	phone	has	been	confirmed	to	be	getting	the	Android	10	update	—	hurrah!	Now	what?	Well,
you	may	have	to	wait	a	while.	Some	manufacturers	take	a	little	while	to	push	the	update	out,	whether	it’s	the	speedier	companies	like	Nokia,	or	the	slowpokes	of	Samsung	and	LG.	That	usually	comes	down	to	how	much	work	they	have	to	do,	and	creating	manufacturer	UIs	like	Samsung’s	upcoming	One	UI	2.0	can	take	a	significant	amount	of	time.
Thankfully,	when	your	update	is	ready,	it’ll	be	pushed	through	to	your	phone	and	you’ll	be	prompted	to	upgrade.	You	can	either	upgrade	right	then	and	there,	or	you	can	choose	to	have	your	phone	install	it	at	a	later	time	when	it’s	more	convenient	—	you	can	even	have	it	update	overnight.	If	you’re	really,	really	excited	about	it	(like	us)	then	you	can
manually	check	to	see	if	the	update	has	come	in.	To	do	so,	head	to	Settings	>	System	>	Advanced	>	System	update	>	Check	for	update.	If	you’re	not	using	a	stock	Android	phone,	then	your	path	to	finding	the	updates	section	may	be	slightly	different	—	for	instance	on	Samsung	phones,	you	can	access	Software	update	directly	from	the	Settings	app	—
but	its	almost	always	somewhere	in	your	Settings.	That’s	really	all	there	is	to	updating	to	Android	10.	Unsure	of	what’s	new	in	the	operating	system?	Check	out	our	Android	10	review.	Editors'	Recommendations	Android	smartphone	owners	can	now	download	a	free	Skype	client	from	the	Android	Market	that	will	let	them	make	voice	calls	over	mobile
data	or	Wi-Fi	connections	—	except	in	the	U.S.,	where	it	will	work	over	Wi-Fi	only.With	the	new	application,	smartphone	users	can	make	free	Skype-to-Skype	calls,	unless	their	network	operator	makes	additional	charges	for	data	usage.	The	app	will	also	allow	them	to	communicate	using	instant	messaging	and	make	calls	to	regular	phones	for	a	fee.
The	app	works	on	smartphones	running	Android	version	2.1	or	2.2.	Skype	tested	it	on	HTCs	Desire	and	Legend	phones,	Google’s	Nexus	One,	and	Motorola’s	Milestone	and	Milestone	XT710.	The	application	may	also	work	on	other	Android	phones,	Skype	said,	but	it	won’t	guarantee	full	functionality	or	compatibility.	It	is	aware	of	some	problems	with
the	app	on	the	Samsung	Galaxy	S,	which	it	will	address	in	the	future,	it	said.Users	that	have	already	created	a	Skype	account	on	a	computer	will	see	their	full	contact	list	when	they	sign	in	to	Skype	on	their	Android	phone.The	app	can	downloaded	from	the	Android	Market,	except	in	China	or	Japan,	or	by	directly	accessing	skype.com/m	from	a
compatible	smartphone,	Skype	said.	The	company	didn’t	say	why	U.S.	users	are	only	allowed	to	use	Wi-Fi	to	make	Skype	calls.	Send	news	tips	and	comments	to	mikael_ricknas@idg.com
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